=================Arcadia Township================

Manistee County
3422 Lake Street

Arcadia Michigan, 49613


Arcadia Township Planning Commission


Agenda

Special Meeting 
January 5, 2011 @ 7:00 PM

Public comments: Agenda Items

Approve/Amend Agenda

Approve minutes of past meetings

New Business

· 2011 meeting schedule resolution

· Grain Communications’ Communication Tower lighting

· Doug Carter: Wind power and our current ordinance. 

· Should Arcadia Township impose a moratorium on grid scale wind farm applications?

Old Business

Work session

Administrator’s report

Chairperson’s report

Public comment (Those wishing to address the Planning Commission will please limit speaking time to 3 minutes)

Adjourn

Next Regular Meeting February 2, 2011 @ 7:00 pm. 

Arcadia Township Planning Commission
Special Meeting Minutes
January 5, 2011
Members Present:
Brad Hopwood






John Sievert



Greg Wisner



John Miller




Kirk Urban

Others Present:
  Tamara Bushwinka,   Patrice Wisner,  Anne Adams, Evelyn Wilson, Mike Slavins, Jim Robinson, Ken Messer, Charles Beale, Tom Baughman, Doug Carter, Jim Tondu, Sam Catanese, Kristine & Kurt Harvey, Paul Schubert, Tom & Karen Somerville, Dale & Carol Schneider          
1. Public Meeting called to order by Chairman Hopwood @ 7:00 pm
2. Public comments on agenda: None. 
3. Approve/Amend Agenda:   Motion to approve by Wisner, 2nd by Urban .  AIF
4. Approve Minutes of December 13, 2010 meeting.  Motion to approve by Sievert, 2nd Urban.  AIF
5. 2011 Meeting Schedule approved last month and now as resolution, Motion To approve 1st Wednesday of each mo. 7pm by Wisner, Miller 2nd AIF

6. Grain Comm. Tower lighting needs to be revisited - too bright/to be reviewed in future
7. Doug Carter/resident recognized to speak regarding Wind Power and current ordinances, (John Miller recused himself). 1. Noise & vibration concerns and setbacks  2. Property values for those with and without wind turbines  3. Wind Turbine “litter” 4. Suggested Moratorium prior to any application
8. New Business: Should Arcadia Twp impose a moratorium on grid scale wind farm applications? Brad Hopwood posed discussion and read a 6 point review of current facts as well as arguments for and against the moratorium. Inasmuch: 1. A properly designed and regulated wind farm allows Arcadia twp to be part of national solutions to new sources of clean renewable energy as well as enjoy potential economic implications. 2. Area citizens have identified needed language changes in the current zoning ordinances and perhaps the Master Plan. 3. Impact of the wind farm on natural assets of the region are not yet well understood. 4. Environmental and economic implications to the area are not yet understood by township officials and citizens.  5. Wind farm installations across the world are now experiencing issues potentially harmful to citizens and environment. Unless we understand these issues we are likely to repeat the same mistakes with similar results. 6. Several state and local organizations (proponents of Wind Energy) have failed to endorse the Duke Gail Wind project or any other in the area due to the necessity of education for local government officials. Collaborative discussions with other area townships regarding the need for education is being endorsed by the Alliance for Economic Success.  Arguments for implementing a moratorium on grid scale wind farm applications: 1. Many new questions have surfaced since Duke Energy’s published proposal in regards to how the Arcadia Township Zoning Ordinance would deal with a Special Use application. The Planning Commission needs time to consider the implications of a grid scale wind farm in Arcadia Township. 2. Lack of information would likely result in poor decisions by the Planning Commission in dealing with the application and risk negatively affecting the health, welfare and economic future of area citizens. 3. Discussion and legislation at the local level should be framed around what is best for the community. The township needs time to review and make changes to the master plan if necessary - proactively instead of reactively in the face of an application. Arguments Against moratorium implementation: 1. Current Zoning ordinance already includes recently adopted grid scale wind energy language. 2. If ordinance changes are initiated by an applicant, the applicant is responsible for all related township expenses. 

Questions and Discussion with citizens included: what a moratorium is, the ability to extend a 6 month moratorium if necessary, question of economic benefits to the township, transmission lines expected to be above ground and application process procedures. 
Motion to recommend to the township board a 6 month moratorium by Wisner/2nd Urban AIF (Miller abstain)
9. Old Business:  None 
10. Work Session: N/A
11. Adminstrator’s Report: Tamara spending time on McVay property and lodge
12. Chairperson’s report: going to speak to twp atty re: moratorium questions. In works,  Sunset Station master plan for Arcadia Beach with new parking/asphalt and barrier free access possibilities, grant application to be submitted 
13. Public Comments:  Jan 16. Frankfort Theater, film “Windfall” at 1pm noted by Chuck Beale.
Next meeting Wednesday, Feb. 2, 2011 7pm

Clarification needed regarding Miller’s conflict of interest in regards to zoning of grid scale wind farm
14. Motion to adjourn by Wisner, 2nd by Sievert . AIF  
15. Meeting adjourned @ 8:37 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Patrice C. Wisner, Recording Secretary
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